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REF: (A) BRUSSELS 10106, (B) LONDON 7581, (C) LONDON 
7617 

SUMMARY: THE TUC GENERAL COUNCIL HAS FORMALLY ACCEPTED 
THE ICFTU BOARD DECISION TO EILE COMPLAINTS AGAINST 
GOVERNMENTS OE USSR AND POLAND UNDER EREEDOM OF 
ASSOCIATION CONVENTION 87. HOWEVER, THE TUC IS CONTI- 
NUING TO MAINTAIN LOW PROEILE AND GIVES NO INDICATION 
OE "GOING PUBLIC". THE LABOR PARTY NATIONAL EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE (NEC) ALSO DELAYING ACTION ON TRADE UNION 
RIGHTS IN EASTERN EUROPE. HOWEVER, PRIMARY SOURCES 
INDICATE THERE IS CONSIDERABLE DISQUIET WITHIN THE TOP 
LEVELS OE BOTH BODIES CONCERNING THE OEF-HAND TREATMENT 
THE SOVIETS ARE GIVING BRITISH LABOR LEADERS ON THE 
TRADE UNION RIGHTS ISSUE DESPITE THE LENGTHS TO WHICH 
BRITISH LABOR HAS GONE IN ITS "BRIDGE-BUILDING" 

EEEORTS. MEANWHILE, PRESS CRITICISM OE THE SILENCE OF 
THE TUC AND THE LABOR PARTY NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MOUNTS. END SUMMARY. 

1. ACCORDING TO PRIMARY SOURCES , TUC GENERAL COUNCIL 
MAY 24 ENDORSED THE ICETU DECISION TO EILE COMPLAINTS 
AGAINST USSR AND POLAND UNDER CONVENTION 87. THE TUC 
CONTINUES, HOWEVER, TO TAKE A WARY LINE WITH SOME KEY 
OEFICIALS EVEN GOING SO FAR AS ATTEMPTING TO DISCOURAGE 
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JUNIOR MINISTERS (WHO HAVE TOLD US) FROM ANSWERING 
QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS ON SUBJECT OF TRADE 
UNION RIGHTS IN EASTERN EUROPE. HOWEVER, MINISTERS 
AND CERTAIN GENERAL COUNCIL MEMBERS INEORM US THE TUC 
IS EMBARRASSED AT "DISCOURTEOUS", STONY SILENCE BY 
RUSSIAN OPPOSITE NUMBERS TO APPEALS EROM BRITISH TRADE 
UNIONS "TO GET THE EACTS" CONCERNING REPORTS OP ABUSES 
OP TRADE UNION RIGHTS PUBLICIZED IN PRESS. GENERAL 
COUNCIL MEMBERS SEEM ESPECIALLY UPSET BECAUSE OP THE 
EXTENSIVE PURSUIT BY TUC, OP CLOSER RELATIONS WITH 
RUSSIAN AND OTHER EASTERN EUROPEAN LABOR ORGANIZATIONS. 

2. THE CURRENT OPPICIAL POSTURE OF TUC IS THAT IT IS 
STILL WAITING TO HEAR FROM THE RUSSIANS,THAT THE ISSUE 
IS NOW IN THE HANDS OF ICFTU AND THAT THE TUC INTENDS 
TO AWAIT THE RESULTS OP WHAT AN INVESTIGATION TURNS UP 
BEFORE CONTEMPLATING NEXT STEPS. NEVERTHELESS, SOME 
KEY STAPP AND CERTAIN GENERAL COUNCIL MEMBERS ARE 
SPREADING STORY THAT THE 'ASSOCIATION OP FREF. TRADE 
UNION OF WORKERS IN THE SOVIET UNION" IS PROBABLY A 
SPURIOUS POLITICAL FRONT AND THE TUC SHOULD NOT GET 
INVOLVED. 
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3. OTHER GENERAL COUNCIL MEMBERS TELL US HOWEVER THAT 
EOR THE EIRST TIME IN RECENT YEARS THERE WAS A CLIMATE 
OE DISQUIET AT A GENERAL COUNCIL MEETING ARTICULATED 
PARTICULARLY BY "MODERATE" COUNCIL MEMBERS WHO HAD 
PREVIOUSLY PRIDED THEMSELVES ON WHAT THEY THOUGHT WERE 
"EXCELLENT" PERSONAL AND ORGANIZATIONAL RELATIONSHIPS 
WITH RUSSIAN OPPOSITE NUMBERS. THERE WAS "SURPRISE" 

THAT NO BRITISH UNION (WHICH HAD WRITTEN TO THE SOVIETS 
AT THE INSTIGATION OE AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL) HAD 
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RECEIVED A RESPONSE. GENERAL SECRETARY LEN MURRAY 
HAVING HAD NO REPLY TO HIS MARCH LETTER TO AUCCTU'S 
SHIBAYEV IS EXPECTED TO WRITE AGAIN, AS IS GEOEFREY 
DRAIN, GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE 700,000-MEMBER NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION OE LOCAL GOVERNMENT OEFICERS AND A POWERFUL 
GENERAL COUNCIL MEMBER. OTHERS ARE EXPECTED TO ADD TO 
THE LETTER- WRITING CAMPAIGN. 

4. DESPITE TUC EEFORTS TO PLAY DOWN THE ISSUE, PRESS 
CRITICISM OF TUC IS INCREASING WITH MAY 25 GUARDIAN URGIN 
TUC TO "ADD ITS VOICE TO THE CALL (OF ITS BRETHREN 
BEHIND THE IRON CURTAIN) INSTEAD OE SITTING IN EMBAR- 
RASSED SILENCE AWAITING A TECHNICAL APOLOGIA FROM THE 
KREMLIN". LEN MURRAY, IN RESPONSE TO REPORTERS' 

PROBINGS, DEFINED THE ISSUE (EINANCIAL TIMES OF MAY 25) 

"AS DEALING HERE WITH ALLEGATIONS REGARDING TRADE UNION 
MEMBERS WHO SO FAR AS WE CAN UNDERSTAND ARE NOT DISSI- 
DENTS BUT ARE COMPLAINING ABOUT THE WAY THEIR OWN UNIONS 
THEY ALLEGE ARE IGNORING THEIR RIGHTS AS TRADE 
UNIONISTS". 

5. IN A PARALLEL DEVELOPMENT THE SAME DAY, LABOR PARTY 
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (NEC), WHILE UNANIMOUSLY 
CRITICIZING THE SOVIETS OVER THE TREATMENT OF JURI ORLOV, 
DEFERRED ACTING ON THE RESOLUTION OF 'LEFT WING " MP 
ERIC HEEFER (REF B) AND DECIDED TO AWAIT TUC GENERAL 
COUNCIL ACTION. HOWEVER, HEFEER AND SEVERAL OTHERS ON 
THE NEC, INCLUDING AN IMPORTANT TRADE UNION MEMBER, 
STRONGLY CRITICIZED NEC DECISION NOTING LABOR PARTY HAD 
EXTENSIVE DOCUMENTATION ON TRADE UNION VIOLATIONS IN 
USSR AND NEEDED NO TUC REPORT IN ORDER TO EXPRESS THE 
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PARTY'S VIEWS ON THE RIGHT OF WORKERS TO ORGANIZE FREE 
TRADE UNIONS. PRIMARY TRADE UNION SOURCE ON THE NEC 
INFORMS US THAT HEFFER, HE' AND SOME OTHERS WILL FORCE 
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(AND HOPEFULLY WIN) A DECISION AT NEXT MONTH'S NEC 
MEETING ON THE RIGHT TO ORGANIZE FREE TRADE UNIONS IN 
THE SOVIET UNION AS WELL AS ELSEWHERE. 
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